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INFLATION FIGHTER 
SPECIAL! 

ALL YOU CAN EAT Spaghetti Dinner... 
Spaghetti with meat sauce, garlic roll 
and crisp salad, only S2.25 per person: 

Sundays 4-3 pm. 


Fun for everybody; Bring the family! 




Highway 395 at Topaz Lake 


Springtime is a great time to 
visit beautiful Topaz Lodge on Highway 
395 at Topaz Lake . Whether you're looking for 
relaxation in our peaceful surroundings or exciting 
Nevada-style casino entertainment ...you '11 find it all at 
Topaz Lodge . The perfect getaway place! 


Arrive in time 
for our famous 
Friday seafood buffet! 

For more information 
call your Topaz Lodge 
host, Craig Soper , 
at (702) 266-3339 



















ON THE COVER 


Mono Lake finds itself under 
attack from thirsty DWP but 
Mono officials don't care to 
join forces with Inyo in the 
water battle for fear of 
rocking the political boat. 
See page 23. 
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In search of past coverage on the Wilson 
murder case / Peripheral vision: The 
state's other water war goes to the vote. 



DEADLY ITCH 

The moist winter means a lush spring, 
but it may also mean a mosquito-dense 
summer...and the worry of ensephalitis. 


BENBROOK 

7 Clarence benDrook takes a look at the 
lighter side of the news. 


The Inyo and Mono News-Letter, 
formerly The Inyo County News-Letter, 
is a publication of 
Eastern Sierra News Service, Inc. , 
published at offices located 
at 536 North Edwards Street in 
Independence, California. 

Telephones: (714) 878-2381 and 878-2582 


WALLY’S VIEW 

I Comments from the Mammoth Muckraker. 



Inyo County staff: 
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Benett Kessler 
Marilyn Fisher 
Andrew Kirk 
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Wally Charleston 
Contributing photo 
and editorial staff: 
W. Paul Payne, Southern Inyo area 

Susan Sorrells, Death Valley area 


All correspondence, including 
readers' letters to the 
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mailed to PO Box 531 or 275 
Independence, Cal. 93526 
Eastern Sierra News Service is 
owned and operated by John Heston 
and Benett Kessler. 
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The Associated Press 
Radio KNYO AM 600 
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RESIGNATIONS 

A Mammoth teacher says MHS is ruled by 
intimidation and calls it quits; At 
Independence the superintendent leaves 
after a hassle with the board. 



VIEW FROM 
THE RIGHT 

Thoughts from Paul Payne. 



WORKING TOGETHER 

If Inyo and Mono combined forces in the 
local water war many feel the area would 
have more leverage. But Mono County 
doesn't care to rock the boat. 



NOTES FROM B.K. 

Could Duane Georgeson become the next 
Secretary of Resources? Jailing of a 
Mono restauranteur temporarily brought 
better meals to Bridgeport jail. 


Andrew and Leah Kirk 
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AN INVESTIGATOR GETS SENT TO THE CELLAR IN SEARCH OF PAST COVERAGE 
OF THE WILSON MURDER CASE / PERIPHERAL VISION: CALIFORNIA'S OTHER 
WATER WAR GOES TO THE VOTERS / LOCAL BUSINESSES GET AN INSURANCE BREAK 


An increasingly active local media has 
also meant an increase in requests by attorneys 
to have their cases moved out of the county. The 
legal community feels the media attention can 
often make if difficult - if not impossible - to 
select an unbiased jury. 

To try to prove their point before a judge, 
some attorneys are requesting copies of newspaper 
stories and scripts from broadcasters. And those 
"requests" are often followed by subpeonas to 
newsmen to appear in court. 

As many reporters learned in the Bacoch 
change of venue hearing, the whole process can be 
time consuming, hence costly. And if there are 
two. things reporters have little of, it's time and 
money. 

So when Public Defender Dean Stout sent out 


another letter requesting copies of all past writ¬ 

ten and broadcast news material on the Steve Wilson 
murder case, reporters braced for yet another go- 
round. 

When one Bishop broadcaster received such a 
request in the Bacoch case, he sent Stout a bill 
for $100 for his time spent digging through 
mountains of material. He was never subpeonaed, 
nor as far as we know, was he ever paid. 

So when Stout's investigator in the Wilson 
case, Lea Kibbe (the two had worked together on 
the defense of convicted murderer Laird Stankewitz) 
showed up at the newsroom one day, we figured it 
.was for more than just a friendly chat. And, 
indeed, in a round-about way, Kibbe finally asked 
to see where old broadcast scripts were kept. We 
handed him a flashlight and pointed to a cellar 
entrance, complete with spider webs and other 
ominous features. We told him if he hadn't re¬ 
turned in a few hours, we'd call search and rescue. 

No one has ever accused Kibbe of being timid 
in nature and he heartily grabbed the flashlight 
and bounded down the stairs. He emerged again in 
about 10 minutes, shaking his head. "That's a 
mess down there," he muttered. He had managed to 
find one old News-Letter containing an article on 
the disappearance of Olancha rancher Bill Thorn¬ 
burgh, the man Wilson is accused of murdering. 

We haven't seen Kibbe since. And judging 
from Stout's comments later on, we may not see 
him again. "He said I've made him do a lot of 
horrible things but that was the worst," said the 
public defender. "Once I sent him to a hospital 
to talk with a crazy guy who was beating his head 
against a wall. He said he'd rather do that again 
than go back in those archives." 

Referring to our storage area as "archives" 
is paying it a considerable compliment. But 
maybe now the defense has a better understanding 
of why the press bristles at those "simple" little 
requests. 

While all the signals are certainly there, 
it remains to be seen whether Stout will actually 
ask for the change of trial locations. Said he: 
"We're considering a number of motions, including 
a motion for change of venue." The press and 
the public will know more after the May 3 trial 
confirmation hearing. 


Defense investigator Kibbe 
Braving the news service "archives " 
in search of articles on the 
Wilson case . 


Water battles are certainly nothing new for 
the Owens Valley, but one of the hottest fights 
over the precious commodity is now going on in 
other areas of the state. 

Big business and big agribusiness are 
squaring off over the issue of the State Water 
Act that will appear on the June ballot as Prop. 9 
If approved, it would authorize construction of 
the Peripheral Canal. 

Proponents of the proposition, campaigning 
under the title "Citizens for Water," are largely 
composed of the State Chamber of Commerce and 
businesses dependent upon continued development in 
the metropolitian areas of the state, especially 
Southern California. They argue that unless the 

continued on page 8 
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Full service banking 
you can count on 


. . . or your money back! 


tFFECTIVE LEADERSHIP • INTEGRITY 
SUCCESSFUL LONG VALLEY BUSINESSMAN 

CAST YOUR VOTE JUNE 8 FOR OLSON 


At Bank of Mammoth, we guarantee our service. 
We know you won’t find better service anywhere 
because we work at providing new service ideas every 
day. We want your banking experience to be a pleasant 


one. 



Bank of Mammoth gives you FULL SERVICE 
banking from 9:00AM until 5:00 PM weekdays. And, if 
you missed your banking on Friday, 
don’t worry — we re there on Saturday 
from 9:00AM until 1:00PM 



^ Open 9-5 weekdays. 

^ Open 9-1 Saturdays, 
y Checking plus interest. 
\/ IRA's for your future. 


Bank of Mammoth — young and progressive, 
and always providing you with service you can count on 
. . . or your money back! 



Monday thru Friday 9 til 5 
Saturday 9 til 1 


902 North Main Street/Bishop, CA 93514/(714) 872-1161 
Village Center West/Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546/(714) 934-7555 

\ / 





















Like swallows returning to Capistrano, 
mosquitos annually pay a call on the Owens 
Valley. During dry years the problems are not 
as bad, but after a moist winter, the irri¬ 
tating itch of the mosquito bite is usually 
not far behind. 

Concerned over more than just the 
bothersome buzzing and biting of the insects, 
some Owens Valley residents are worried 
about something far more severe. They are 
concerned about the danger of severe illness 
or even death from niosquito-borne ensephalitis. 

Inyo's Health Dept. Director, Dr. George 
Kibler, has called attention to the problem. 

"We do have ensephalitis in this valley," he 
states. "There is a potential for grave prob¬ 
lems. We're extremely lucky to have had only 
three cases in the county. Because of the 
increased amount of moisture that's falling 
on the mountains and will be coming down into 
the valley, I have a suspicion and a fear 
that there's going to be a lot more mosquitos 
and therefore an increased probability of 
mosquito-borne ensephalitis." 

Almost a year ago a group of citizens 
banded together to try to reinstate the Inyo 
mosquito abatement program, one of the first 
county services hacheted after Proposition 13 
began taking its toll. Kibler had at the time 
advocated immediate action: "We've got a bad 
problem and it's going to get worse if we 
don't do something. Unfortunately young 
children will be the worst hit." 

But that citizens' drive came late in 
the spring when it would have been too late 
to begin any sort of effective abatement pro¬ 


gram even if there had been money to do so. 

And the dry, hot summer that followed pro¬ 
duced few mosquitos and public momentum died 
down. Now Kibler's quest for action has be¬ 
come more a sigh of resignation. "We can't 
do anything," he says. "It will take public 
outrage to get something done and unfortunate¬ 
ly it may take a child's life before that 
happens." For lack of money to do anything 
more, Kibler is now gearing up for a public 
awareness program to educate people on how to 
avoid mosquito problems. 

However, it isn't the puddle in someone's 
yard that concerns health officials. It's the 
area known as the Owens Valley Flood Plain. 

It runs along the Owens River and is considered 
by the State Health Dept, to be one of the 
worst mosquito breeding areas in the state. 

This year, with the unusually high winter 
snowfall many are watching with concern and 
wondering if the spring and summer runoff will 
bring with it swarms of annoying and possibly 
hazardous mosquitos. During brief periods of 
warm weather in early March, mosquitos made a 
quick, foreboding appearance. 

Dr. Kibler points to another problem: the 
on-again, offr-again water spreading by DWP. 

"One of our biggest problems is the fact DWP 
dumps excess water out onto the Valley floor 
and uses flood irrigation to grow grass for 
cattle. Both create tremendous problems." 

Mosquitos are so commonplace that many 
find it difficult to picture them as carriers 
of a life-threatening disease. People who 

continued next page 


DEADLY ITCH? 

THE IRRITATING BUZZ AND IRKSOME WELTS LEFT ' BEHIND BY imOSQUITOS ARE BAD 
ENOUGH. THE WET WINTER AND SPRING HAVE SOME I VALLEYITES CONCERNED ABOUT 
A MORE SEVERE PROBLEM: MOSQUITO-BORNE EN3EPHELITIS... 
















continued from page 5 

have survived a bout with ensephalitis know 
differently. 

Bishop welder John Slee contracted a 
serious case of the disease during the summer 
of 1980. "I thought I was having a stroke," 
he said of the first symptoms to appear. 

"One side of my body went completely numb and 
I couldn't talk. It was frightening. I would 
become numb joint by joint from my head to my 
toes. The numbness would go down one side 
and then start down the other side." 

Slee says local doctors couldn't figure 


Gifts & Souvenirs k j\| J P/U\ 

/£y ^ a 

J Prescriotions, Crutcn Recta's & 


Bee' S 'i. 
Su^asses 



A COMPLETE 
DRUG STORE 


ON MINARET ROAD 
AT CANYON BOULEVARD 
MAMMOTH LAKES 

PHONE (714) 934-2711 
24-HOUR EMERGENCY 934 6271 

Whitman s Chocolates 
American Greeting Cards 


out what was wrong with him and as the symp¬ 
toms progressed they even suspected a psycho¬ 
logical disorder. "Your brain swells to three 
times its normal size. You get terrific pres¬ 
sure and pain. It hurts," said Slee. "With¬ 
in two weeks I was flipping out. Your temper¬ 
ature fluctuates from real low to real high." 
Slee's fever peaked out at 107 degrees and he 
was finally rushed by ambulance to Washoe 
Medical Center in Reno. He remembers being 
restrained along the way because he was be¬ 
coming combative in his delirium. "At Bridge¬ 
port they packed me in ice and that's the 
last thing I remember until we were at the 
hospital." 

At Reno a spinal tap quickly revealed 
the source of Slee's problems: He had contract¬ 
ed ensephalitis. Unlike many who come down 
with the disease, Slee lived through it ap¬ 
parently unscathed by permanent damage. How¬ 
ever, his pocketbook is still hurting. His 
hospital bill at Washoe alone was $10,000. He 
figures the entire medical bill amounted to 
about $15,000 and he was forced to take off 
work for four months. 

For Dale Varnum of Bishop, his son's 
experience with ensephalitis was maddening 
enough for him to file suit against Inyo 
County, claiming negligence due to the cut¬ 
ting back of the mosquito abatement program. 
However, that suit was later dropped. 

Varnum's son contracted the disease some 
six years ago when he was 17 years old. As 
is often the case, the younger the victim, 
the more severe the effects of the disease. 

But Varnum's son lived. "He was written 
up in medical journals as the only person to 

continued on page 16 
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KEADING THE HEADLINES IS ENOUGH TO MAKE ONE 
CRY THESE DAYS. BUT NOT CLARENCE BENBROOK... 
WITH TONGUE PLANTED FIRMLY IN CHEEK, HE 
QUIPS HIS WAY THROUGH CURRENT EVENTS. 



L.A. Councilman Art Snyaer has nao a 
$300,000 kitty donated tor his re-election. 

This earns him $70,000 a year interest. Snyaer's 
kitty is out of the bag. 

The average American works 30 days just to 
pay insurance. He works another five months to 
pay his taxes, 90 days to pay the rent ana 90 
days for food. The remainder of the budget 
deficit goes on credit cards. 

An angry finger pointing debate flared 
between Democrats and Republicans. The finger 
is for the public. 

No Foul play was found in the deatn of 
a millionaire recently. he was just playing 
Chicken in his Rolls Royce. 

Kaiser Steel freezes white collar pay ana 
seeks other concessions from the union. A 
state of the Union ignored by Congress. 

This is the political campaign season and 
the sale of ear plugs have jumped by 69^. 

Everybody's complaining about the expensive 
set of China at the White House table. maybe 
we could get Russia at the White House table 
that cheap. 

Reagan appropriates money for nerve gas. 

No need for this; there's plenty of nerve and 
gas in Congress. 

San Diego City Councilmen voted raises tor 
themselves ana the mayor. This was recommended 
by the city's Salary Setting Commission, sup¬ 
posedly an "independent body." Probably an in¬ 
dependent body made up of appointees of tne 
city council. 

L.A. Mayor Tom Bradley says it will cost 
him about $6 million to run lor governor ot 
California. why doesn't he just taKe tne 
$6 million and RUN? 

Figures indicate that 9,U0G doctors in 
the U.S. are addicted to drugs. Are our doctors 
going to POT? 

Reagan should make polygamy legal. this 
would cut women's unemployment by 5u4. 

China reports a girl almost eignt feet 
tall. Take me to your ladder. 

The drive to recall Chief Justice Rose 
Bird has fallen short. A Bird in the hand 
is worth two on the bench. 

The NAACP has issued a "white list" 
of biased firms. A "black list" of a 
"white list." 

Three men in Van Nuys were convicted and 
fined for selling bear parts. What's a bear 
going to do for spare parts now? Also, a 
restaurant owner was fined for buying eight 
bear Paws. The Maws got away. 

How do you get a 24-year-old girl to 
move out of your house? Get her a 26-year- 
old millionaire with a mansion. 

Senator Byra urges the President to oiler 
a budget that is more realistic. One tor the 
Byrds. 


A drip stopped in every toilet would 
save Mono Lake. The Drips stopped at the 
DWP could save the whole valley. 

Angry Hollywood residents want pros¬ 
titution out of their neighborhood. Your 
neighborhood or mine? 

Ozone, a major air pollutant, is 
costing the nation about $3 billion a year 
in crops. Probably saves more in subsidies. 

The PUC has raised electric rates to 
make up for losses on nuclear plant invest¬ 
ments. Just proves nuclear energy is 
hazardous to your wallet. 

Governor Brown says Republicants are 
plotting to bankrupt California for ir¬ 
responsible political purposes. The Brown 
calling the Reagan black. 

A priest who drownea 10 squalling cats 
in a water-filled oil arum gets picketed by 
a committee from Animal Lovers Legal Action. 
Holy Cats! Drowned them in holy water, no 
doubt. 

DWP housing bites the oust. What else 
did they leave to bite? 

The Inyo Board of Supervisors may charge 
for garbage collection by adding it to the 
property tax bills. There goes Proposition 
13 to the garbage heap. 
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News Briefs continued 

canal is built the "Southern California economy 
may literally dry up within the next 10 years." 

1 Obviously, they do not favor controlling water 
useage by controlling growth in the megalopolis 
of Los Angeles. 

Press spokesman for the Citizens for Water, 
Leo McElroy, told us they have not worked with the 
L.A. Department of Water and Power since the canal 
won't directly affect DWP. "Truthfully, we haven't’ 
had much interchange of information with them," he 
said. "The State Water Project doesn't hit the 
Owens Valley but of course it's all tied in since 
} the city draws from both sources. Presumably if 
) they get more (water) from one area they can use 
| less from another, but that logic may not apply 
j there. There are those who think more water is 
‘better, period." And indeed, logic has never 
(been in abundance in L.A.-Owens Valley water is¬ 
sues. 

One local group that has become involved 
in the fracas is the Mono Lake Committee. Says 
Chairman David Gaines: "It's not so much that 
we're against the canal per se, but we've taken 
a long, hard look at the statewide water situation. 
Water can be used much more efficiently in Cal¬ 
ifornia. Common sense reforms should and must 
preceed expansion of the present system. Reform 
will assure adequate water supplies at least 
through the year 2000. If more water is needed 
at that time, then let's build the canal." 

The water reforms of which Gaines speaks 
include common sense conservation measures, 
which he says can save 15% without any change 
in habits - simply by usuing low-flow shower 
heads and modern plumbing fixtures. But the 
Mono Lake Committee also sees the need for 
what Gaines terms "free market water pricing," 
in other words, making everyone pay for the 
water they use. Gaines contends a major cause of 
water waste is the non-efficient use by major 
agricultural concerns. He says agribusiness has 
no incentive to conserve water since they receive 
subsidies on the water they use. 

Gaines objects to the campaign being waged 
by proponents of the canal project, calling 
their projections of the state economy "drying up" 
without the canal "absolute scare tactics." 

What's DWP think of the canal? They're 
for it, of course. PR man Steve Hinderer says 
the Deparment looks upon the canal project as 
"an insurance policy," to back up the supply of 
water from Inyo and Mono. 

Those in Northern California tend to be 
largely opposed to the canal. They fear that 
they will soon be the next victim of Los An¬ 
geles' unending thirst and they point to Inyo- 
Mono as an example. 

In a recent edition of the San Francisco 
Chronicle , correspondent Carl Nolte wrote a 
front page article entitled "The Rape of Mono 
Lake: L.A. Grabs for More Water." It is part 
of a series of special reports the newspaper 
is doing on what it calls "the hidden story 
behind the Peripheral Canal." The article 
points to Mono Lake as an example of "what 
can happen when the resources of Northern 
California are used to water Southern Cali¬ 
fornia. " 

Nolte also gives a capsulized summary of 
the history of the Los Angeles land grab in 
Inyo and Mono, one likely to put Northern 
Californians already uneasy about giving up 
their water, even further on edge: "Los 
Angeles would have to get control of the 
(Inyo-Mono) water and build an aqueduct to 
Los Angeles, 233 miles away. But the plan 


had to be a secret, or else prices would 
go up. Operating under cover, the city 
bought up huge portions of the valley until 
it controlled most of the land. To get the 
Los Angeles voters to approve the aqueduct 
the promoters created a fake drought. Water 
was dumped out of the reservoirs at night; 
rainfall statistics were manipulated. The 
people of Los Angeles were told that without 
more water the city would be ruined... The 
federal official who recommended that Los 
Angeles get the water was secretly on the 
city's payroll." 

That's a story many locals are all too 
familiar with, but with background like that. 
Northern Californians may well vote to keep 
a tighter grip on their water 

They, like many thinking people, must 
question whether Los Angeles will be allowed 

to drain the entire state before any restric¬ 
tions are placed on its rambling development 
and need for more water. 


******** 

CONFLICT OF INTEREST - That's always a 
problem in Mono County. But several Mono 
Supervisors believe conflict of interest 
statements amount to bureaucratic nonsense. 

Supervisor Mike Jencks wanted the board 
to support his idea of bringing conflict of 
interest statements down to Mammoth county 
offices so southern Mono people do not have 
to make the long drive to Bridgeport to find 
out what kind of real estate and financial 
dealings their officials are involved in. But 
the only support Jencks received came from 
Supervisor Bill Reid. 

Supervisor Chairman E.L. Maner said of 
the disclosure statements: "I personally 
think it is an invasion of privacy. They 
don't disclose anything anyway." He said a 
lot of good people do not run for office or 
resign because of the demands of these 
disclosure statements. Maner added that if 
anyone is that interested in those state¬ 
ments, "Let them drive to Bridgeport and 
see them." 

Supervisor Bob Stanford said that 
while he has no objections to having his 
conflict of interest statement in Mammoth, 
he does not want a minute order to demand 
it. "It's just a bureaucratic deal," he 
said, "and more work. We make all of the 
records available, but I decided to draw 
the line there." 

The other dissenting board member. 
Supervisor Paul Johnson, called the 
disclosure statements "another layer of 
bureaucracy. It's nonsense." Johnson 
pointed out that these statements only 
reveal property owned in Mono County. 

He says he owns property down south 
which does not show up on those forms. 

"It's not a factual statement," said 
Johnson, "It's another level of paper¬ 
work. And we're trying to cut some of 
that." 

But what these men did not say 
may be more important. Mono County con¬ 
stituents fear that real estate holdings and 
and business connections do alter the 
votes of supervisors. They want to know 

how local involvements can potentially 
color the vdews, and votes, of board members. 

continued on page 17 
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Paid political adver tisenient— 


ELECT 

DON DORSEY 

INYO COUNTY 

SHERIFF 

HONESTY ■ INTEGRITY 
EDUCATION ■ EXPERIENCE 

*Lengthy "Inyo County" law enforcement experience, from the ranks 
as a dispatcher, patrolman, Sergeant, over two years as Lieutenant. 

*A "Working Knowledge" of field operations, jail operations, 
supervisory and managment experience. 

*Professional education and certification: Supervisory - San Bernardino 
County Sheriff's Dept., Staff Management - San Diego State University, 
Jail Management - Cal Poly Pomona, "Certificate in Criminal Justice"- 
University of California at Santa Barbara. 





















Stron S fiscal . 

control 


Vote Sorensen June 8 


Paid political advertisement 


of Inyo 
County 


EXPERIENCE:-BA degree from Stanford University, 

-MBA from University of Denver with 
emphasis in accounting. 

-Four years on CPA auditor staff. 

-Eight years corporate treasurer and 
controller. 

-Over four years auditor-controller 
of Inyo-Mono National Bank. 
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Gifts! 
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GOLD 
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VISA* 


Often while you wait 


873-6980 


Don Leake Go. 

I—103 North Main, Bishop 


"Having reaa the CPA audit report for the county for 1980-81, I 
am concerned. There seems to be a deterioration in the controls 
excercised in maintaining accurate county records. Because I have 
been an auditor as well as having been audited, I am well aware 
of what is required to maintain strong internal controls and 
accurate records." 


Cocktails 5pm 
Dinner from 5 30 
Open 7 days 

Lake Dr 

Just ott US 395. 
at Long Valley Turnoff 
Two miles south of 
Mammoth Lakes Airport 
Telephone: (714> 935-4406 


Escargots a la Bourguignonne 
Quiche Lorraine 
Marinated Herring 
Oysters on the Halfshell 
a la Normandy 


‘Welcome toti\egJVorinandy' G Inti.. 


I 


ati experience in fine diqiqg 

Coq avec 

Champignon 

Half a chicken, roasted in its own 
mushroom and wine sauce... 
served with au gratin potatoes 


c Pr1me %ib 

Bedded in rock salt and roasted to 
perfection 


c 'Scampi c Far'd 

and c Top G Sirloiri 

Steak, charbroiled as you like it, 
combined with large shrimp, 
stuffed with our special seafood 
blend, sauteed in wine, butter and 
herbs 


Elect 

DON SORENSEN 

Auditor-Controller 
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HI 

MAMMOTH MUCKRAKER 

c Wally s ^iewT 



THE MUCKRAKER THINKS POLITICIANS STROKE THE PUBLIC 
DURING ELECTION YEARS...AND SPEAKING OF STROKES... 


WALLY PETS THE LIONS... 



Stroking the public is an art that many 

politicians get the hang of quickly. If 
you're a news addict like I am, you study 
the different styles of familiar politicians. 
Some you trust and some you wouldn't trust 
if a glowing halo was visible on them. All 
this led to the following, which I'd like 
to share with you: 

THE TEN BIGGEST STROKES YOU'RE LIKELY TO HEAR 
FROM POLITICIANS IN AN ELECTION YEAR 

1. "I have absolutely no conflicts of interest 
in seeking this office..." 

2. "I'm not going to bore you with..." 

3. "I'll be getting a handle on the sky¬ 
rocketing cost of government..." 

4. "I have never lied to you..." 

5. "Good ol' boy politics ain't gonna be 
gittin' inta my administration..." 

6. "I'd like to make it perfectly clear..." 

7. "I'll be talking all the mystery out of 
government..." 

8. "We will be saving a considerable amount 
of your tax dollars when..." 

9. "You and i together, will..." 

10. "Honestly..." 

******** 


Every week, on Wednesdays, I pledge al¬ 
legiance to the flag of the United States of 
America and bow my head for a short prayer. 

Yup, just like the kids in the schools do. 

And, I think that all good Americans ought to 
do it, grown or not. 

What happens is, a bunch of guys from 
our town, Mammoth Lakes, often as many us a 
hundred of us or more, break for lunch at 
noon sharp and head for a place called the 
Mogul. We clip on big buttons, each witn our 
names and the kind of jobs we're into, and tnen 
we shake hands all around and greet each 
other as old friends. We're a men's club and 
we call ourselves Lions. Brother Lions. I'm 
a first year Lion and it's a club I'm proud to 
be a member of. I enjoy being a Lion. 

Once we pay the five bucks to our treas¬ 


urer for lunch, we swap a few wisecracks around 
the room. The exchanges give the guys who 
may be a judge, a teacher, a truckdriver, lo¬ 
cal cop or merchant a chance to really be him¬ 
self. The feeling's good. It's a healthy 
release from a buildup of stress and tensions, 
all done good-naturedly. It's equality. 

Brother Lions avoid a few things at their 
noon lunches. They avoid politics, arguments 
and their wives. Instead, things are kept 
light with small talk, corny jokes and a little 
fun is poked at most of us one time or another 
over the course of a month's meetings. There's 
a lot of laughing and lively chatter. There's 
genuine friendship. 

But Brother Lions make it a point to never 
lose sight of some of the hard realities. Lion- 
ism, as some bright Lion before me labeled our 
creed, is an attitude. To be a good Lion is 
to be in the public service but not necessarily 
on the public payroll. Lionism is sharing your 
time with community involvement projects and 
always advocating a kind of peaceful harmony 
in our small corner of the world. I guess you 
could say that Lions pledge allegiance to 
Lionism. As a club, the members reach out 
where they might help out. They make meaning¬ 
ful contributions to reputable charities, in¬ 
vest in the education of local youth through 
scholarship programs, join worthwhile organ¬ 
izations such as the Eye Institute and Lions 
are dedicated to moving their community ahead. 

It's be a cinch if everyone adopted a 
little Lionism. 
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Mammoth teachers: 
Intimidation or "sour grapes?" 


by Marilyn Fisher 

Real morale problems or 
simply sour grapes? 

Some of Mammoth's teachers 
say there are problems with MHS 
Principal Joe Maruca. Others 
say no. 

Opinions widely diverge, 
depending upon whom you talk to. 
This is macho Mammoth, after all. 

The problems emerged into 
the light in the wake of a con¬ 
troversy over the suspension and, 
finally, the resignation of 
science teacher David Boe. He 
refused to coach a girls' basket¬ 
ball team, and his boss, sports 
enthusiast Maruca, got mad. 

While some teachers expressed 
concern over that immediate con¬ 
flict, their complaints increased 
over what they saw as deeper, 
underlying problems: the working 
relationships with Maruca. 

After his resignation Boe 
talked for the record. Plainly, 
he had "nothing to lose." Other 


teachers, still employed, talked 
but asked that their names not 
be used "for fear of retribution." 
Among their complaints: that 
Maruca runs the school "by fear 
and intimidation, not by respect;" 
that he is "unprofessional" in his 
dealings with the staff; and that 
he uses foul language in front of 
students and staff. 

Maruca talked at length about 
the issues but he also declined to 
be quoted. Others, however, both 
in the school and in the commun¬ 
ity, denied the charges falling 
on Maruca's head and they defend¬ 
ed his "aggressiveness." A 
tough leader, they say, and po¬ 
lite ammenities are not his 
strong suit. 

If there are two sides to 
every story, in this case prob¬ 
ably the most accurate is some¬ 
where in the middle. 

Boe contends that the is¬ 
sue over his resignation goes 
beyond the question of whether 
the district has any right to 


require teachers to take on 
coaching or other extracurricular 
activities (a state arbitrator 
sided with the district on that 
question, but it is now pending 
before the Public Employees 
Relations Board —PERB.) The 
former teacher objects to the 
pressure placed on teachers to 
take part in those activities 
and says teachers are "intimi¬ 
dated" into coaching by fear of 
losing their jobs. Much of the 
public on the other hand, thinks 
it's high time teachers put in 
their 12 months of labor like 
everybody else. 

********** 

Says one teacher, "He (Mar¬ 
uca) has to rule not through 
respect but through intimidation 
and fear just like a Marine drill 
sergeant does. And he's made 
insinuations that he'll 'get' 
people." While it is virtually 
impossible to fire a tenured 
teacher for anything less than 
morals charges, this group of 
instructors says many of the 
teachers strongly feel as they 
do but they are afraid to speak 
out. "Everybody complains about 
him, even the coaches. But they 
'play ball.' Everybody's scared 
of their jobs. Jobs are tight a 
and they feel like Joe can prob¬ 
ably get their jobs. They feel 
now that they got rid of Boe, 
they can get my job too." 

Well, the district didn't 
"get rid of Boe;" he chose 
voluntarily to resign for what 
he said were health reasons. The 
32-year-old teacher claimed he 
began having serious high blood 
pressure problems due to the 
stress of his hassle with the 
school. Now, he has taken a 
step further and filed a Worker's 
Compensation claim against the 
district, claiming injury due 
to "stress and strain of heart" 
between 1973 and 1981, the years 
he taught at Mammoth. 

The teachers who say they 
fear for their jobs defend and 
maintain a position: they would 
probably not be fired outright, 
but more subtle pressure might 
be applied until perhaps they, 
too, would decide to resign. 



Former science teacher David Boe 

A new Worker's Comp claim and charges that KHS 
administration "intimidates" teachers. 
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"He's really going to rag on us 
because he knows we're here 

(talking to a reporter)." What 
do they feel will happen because 
they chose to air their com¬ 
plaints? "More little picayune 
things will get filed in your 
(personnel) folder. All of a 
sudden you'll be assigned to some 
weird duty perhaps, or your prep 
period will be switched to an 
uncomfortable time. He'll in¬ 
sinuate things about you in 
front of the staff, that you're 
not to be trusted. He can just 
make it hell for you." 

Vice Principal Rich McAteer 
says no undue pressure is placed 
on teachers to coach or partici¬ 
pate in other activities. "Joe 
and I are in the same camp on 
this question," he says. "Dave 
Boe and I are good friends and 
business partners so I also have 
some empathy for his concerns. 

But to run a complete high 
school everyone's got to be on a 
team. Our teachers have to 
understand that you .have to do 
more than put in your five hours 
a day in class. Some teachers 
feel there's pressure to con¬ 
tribute to the school and they 
resent it. They just want to 
teach and do nothing else. That 
makes the others have to pull 
even harder. On the whole we're 
very pleased with the staff but 
if some are dissatisfied that's 
a choice they're going to have 
to make because we're not going 


to change. We're up front with 
them before they come to work 
here." 

Anarchy doesn't play well 
at Mammoth High. 

McAteer admits the "faculty 
is a little divided" over the 
issue of required coaching or 
extracurricular time, but con¬ 
tends those who object are a 
"vast minority." As far as the 
question of "intimidation" is 
concerned, McAteer flatly denies 
it. "We don't intimidate, pres¬ 
sure or ask anyone to do any¬ 
thing they're not getting paid 
for. We certainly directly ask 
them, and the expectations are 
there but it's an open and free 
discussion. Our teachers are 
some of the highest paid in the 
valley and we don't have qualms 
about asking them to participate. 
It takes a lot to teach here at 
Mammoth but they are compen¬ 
sated well by comparison." 

McAteer is confident that 
when the PERB ruling is returned 
it will be in the district's 
favor. "The arbitrator found 
completely in favor of the dis¬ 
trict and we're anticipating 
PERB will uphold that. Some¬ 
times PERB tends to be middle-of- 
the-road and slap both sides, 
but we'll see. If they feel 
we're intimidating teachers 
then we'll stop." 

While Mammoth teachers are 
in fact paid better than most 
districts in Inyo-Mono, the cost 


of living in the resort town is 
also astronomically higher than 
communities in the rest of the 
two-county area. Teachers are 
paid for their coaching duties, 
but they contend that the comp¬ 
ensation comes to little over 
a dollar an hour. Small potatoes 
in Mammoth, or anywhere else, for 
that matter. To make ends meet 
they say that most of the 
teachers must take on second or 
even third jobs, and the hours 
spent coaching can often inter¬ 
fere with those outside jobs. 

"Almost all of them (teach¬ 
ers) have more than one job," 
says Boe. "A few are wives 
whose husbands have tremendous 
incomes and they (the teachers) 
are basically the supplemental 
income. But it's very fair to 
say a majority have a second 
job. Either the teaching in¬ 
come is supplemental or the 
teacher has two jobs. When we 
went down the roster of teachers 
at the high school, the majority 
of the faculty had at least one 
if not two or three other little 
jobs." 

The Mammoth Education Assn., 
the teachers' organization for 
both the high school and elem¬ 
entary faculty, will address that 
question in the coming year's 
contract negotiations. They 
take the stand that extracur¬ 
ricular activities amount to 

Continued next page 


...At Independence, A Resignation 


Tiny Owens Valley Unified School District 
at Independence has also had its share of prob¬ 
lems. Trouble there erupted out of what many 
called "personality problems." Those problems 
were severe enough to result in the resignation 
of superintendent Doug Henderson. 

Usually, very few bother to attend the 
Owens Valley school board meetings. But one 
night forty parents, teachers and concerned 
citizens showed up. They talked about a "lack 
of respect" by the board for teachers during 
negotiation sessions and what some called 
mistreatment of Henderson. 

Most of the issue took place behind the 
scenes, where Independence people talked about 
organizing a re-call on board member Dean 
Loder. They never did. Concerned about re¬ 
prisals in a small town, most people talked 
only off the record. However, Methodist 
minister Ted Hampton and the church's prayer 
group did turn up at a board meeting and the 
reverand read a statement which offered an 
apology to Henderson for what he termed 
rude treatment by the board. 

At a later meeting Hampton also told 
the board that he believes citizens should 
be able to express their views at board meet¬ 
ings without fear of reprisals in the com¬ 
munity. He declined to explain. 

Informed sources said that Mrs. Loder 


had doggedly berated Henderson, hounding 
him on issues, interferring with his work, 
but offering no positive help. Mrs. Loder 
denies this although she says she is "per¬ 
sistent." Board members have declined to 
air their gripes about Henderson, and he 
chose to resign. In his letter of resigna¬ 
tion, Henderson said to the board: "Your 
offer of the position of superintendent/ 
principal of Owens Valley Unified School 
District was accepted by me only after a 
long and detailed discussion with the 
board in which we agreed upon our philosophy 
priorities, and goals for the district; the 
areas for which each would be responsible; 
and the support each would give the other 
in carrying out these responsibilities. 

The actual working relationship between 
the superintendent and the board has been 
very disappointing." 

Community members privately called the 
whole problem a serious lack of mature human 
relations on the part of some board members 
in their dealings with the superintendent. 
The turmoil ended up costing the school 
district about $10,000 to pay Henderson for 
part of his contract upon resignation and to 
pay for two lead teachers to take over the 

administrative duties until a replacement 
could be found. 
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Continued 

overtime and should be treated 
as such. The teachers want an 
hourly wage for that extra time, 
which they compute by dividing 
the annual salary by the number 
of days worked. For most 
teachers, the price tag would 
come to about $25 per hour, they 
say. Even in Mammoth that's 
not small potatoes. 

Says one teacher, "We're 
trying to make a point that if 
you feel you (the district) 
have the right to assign us, 
you're going to have to pay us 
and compete with the second 
jobs everyone needs. In every 
other business or industry they 
cannot require you to work over¬ 
time but they have to ask. And 
if you do, they have to pay 
time and a half, not $1.50 per 
hour." 

In Boe's case, his second 
job (now his full-time career) 
was, and is, selling real 
estate. However, the district 
contends he was using his lunch 
hour and prep period during the 
school day to do it. That 
question, and many others, may 
be resolved by the PERB decision. 

But some teachers say the 
hassle over the coaching position 
was merely a convenient excuse 
to pressure Boe because "he said 
no to Maruca." 


"He wasn't looking for what 
was good for the school or good 
for girls' basketball, he was 
looking for a place to put Boe 
because Boe said he didn't want 
to coach anymore." Boe contends 
he was not shirking responsibility 
since he had coached for seven 
of his eight years at MHS. 

The teachers say others vol¬ 
unteered for the coaching posi¬ 
tion but were turned down. In 
the end, the junior varsity team 
was combined with the varsity. 

Some teachers say it all came 
about because so few students 
turned out in the first place. 

"It happens every year. They 
had three girls out there and 
Maruca knew that this was all 
coming to a head and if word got 
out only three girls had turned 
out and Boe was about to be sus¬ 
pended for 10 days it would look 
bad. So he (Maruca) hustled 
some girls out of class to make 
sure they came out for it. 

Others on the staff were going 
up and down the hall soliciting 
girls to go out for basketball. 

We saw some very interesting 
things happen." 

The other side says that 
Boe did the soliciting to get 
teachers to talk for this 
article. Said one source: "A 
great deal of recruitment went 
on by Mr. Boe to get the staff 
there and they didn't show up. 
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That should be pretty ample 
evidence that there really isn't 
much to talk about. On any 
staff there is always someone who 
doesn't care for what the boss 
says. Boe went to large extents 
to recruit people by phone calls, 
coersion and shameful tactics 
to get those people there and 
they didn't show." 

But some did show and they 
had plenty to talk about. Others 
talked individually at other time 
times. But the other side says 
it's merely a case of sour grapes 
with Boe trying to continue 
making waves as long as possible. 

Those in the community are 
divided on feelings towards 
Maruca as well. Last fall, the 
suspension of some student 
athletes caught drinking caused 
a stir among parents. But 
others side with Maruca on that 
decision and in general. One 
is Wally Charleston, who has 
known Maruca for five years. 

"I myself haven't heard 
much negative comment about 
Joe. Students love the guy. 

I wouldn't stick my neck out so 
far as to say he isn't con¬ 
troversial, because he is. But 
he's the kind of strength that 
might be best suited for that 
job. I know he's a tough guy. 

Continued on page 18 
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continued from page 6 

have had the disease that badly and survive/' 
says his father. "He had gone swimming at the 
canal off East Line Street in Bishop and had 
been bitten by mosquitos. He didn't pay much 
attention at first. It took two or three days 
for the reaction. The doctors first thought 
it was an embolism of some sort. We flew him 
to L.A. and specialists ran tests. In about an 
hour and a half they knew it was Western Equine 
Ensephalitis." 

His son began swallowing his tongue and 
lapsed into unconsciousness. "He ran a fever 
of 108 to 110 degrees but he finally came out 
of it. He had to learn to walk and talk all 
over again." Now, six years later, Varnum 
says his son suffered brain damage. "He's 
able to work now and outwardly he's physically 
fine. But there has been permanent heart, 
kidney and liver damage. It's shortened his 
life span by an estimated 50%." 

Does Varnum think an abatement program 
would help cut down on the liklihood of others 
getting the disease? 

"Abatement helped. I'd like to see the 
whole thing go back but I don't expect to 
see anything happen the way things are being 
cut back," he said. 

And indeed, local government is having a 
tough time meeting payroll, let alone replacing 
old programs. Some citizens had explored the 
possibility of forming a special abatement 
district. That would require the vote of the 
people and a willingness to tax themselves for 
the service, an estimated $90,000 per year for 
the entire valley. Some have suggested that 
DWP should pay for all or part of the program 
due to their water spreading activities. DWP's 


response has always been that the department 

pays its property taxes and should not be as¬ 
sessed further. 

But not everyone feels that abatement is 
the answer even if the money to provide it 
should magically appear. Years ago citizens 
complained about their homes and gardens being 
"fogged" and worried about the effects of 
the pesticides on their health. And some 
questioned the effectiveness of the spraying; 
they said the relief was only psychological. 

Whatever the eventual outcome of the 
"abatement debate," it appears this spring's 
moisture may provide the catalyst in the form 
of the buzzing, biting pests. The arguments 
are likely to be animatedly punctuated by 
slaps and scratches. _ 
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News Briefs continued 

With the price of just a- 
bout everything in an upward 
spiral, it's refreshing to see 
a few commodities actually 
selling for less. Some Inyo- 
Mono businessmen are enjoying 
a price break when it comes to 
their insurance premiums. 

In fact, business insur¬ 
ance prices have been slashed' 
as much as 50 to 70 per cent 


in some cases. It's all due 
to what the industry calls a 
"soft" insurance market in 
which companies will inten¬ 
tionally take a loss on pre¬ 
miums in order to increase 
their cash flow for invest¬ 
ments. 

Insurance man Jim Bowles 
of Bakersfield and son of 
local agent Bill Bowles, says 
the result has been fierce 
competition among insurance 
companies. "Wherever rates 
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are not regulated companies 
are throwing caution to the 
wind. A company that might 
have been paying $50,000 a 
year for insurance premiums 
now might pay only $15-20,000." 

While the slashed rates 
have brought more than a few 
smiles to the faces of bus¬ 
iness people, Bowles says 
those smiles could turn to 
frowns when the economy 
turns around. 

"There's a great poten¬ 
tial for problems," he says. 

"When the money market rates 
drop, insurance companies 
will need to completely 
change their rate structures. 

Those who have enjoyed tem¬ 
porary rate cuts but haven't 
worked at controlling their 
losses could face having their 
rates doubled or tripled or 
having their coverage dropped 
altogether. It's a volatile 
situation and the consumer 
should anticipate what will 
happen when the interest 
rates drop." 

"Interest rates are the best; 
indicator to the buying public," 

I he says. "When they see the ratej 
I drop, be prepared for insurance 
premiums to go back up." 

But meanwhile it's dog 
eat dog in the insurance world. 


163 W. ACADEMY - BISHOP 


Le g al services 



JAMES MAX 
STEWART 

Attorney ot Low 


Mono ond Inyo 
Counties 


(714) 934 3419 


P.0. Box 1098 

Mammoth Lakes Calif. 93546 


\ 


17 









































































AMERICAN 

CANCER 

SOCIETY 


I plan on living a long 
and healthy life, so I 
get regular cancer 
checkups. You see, the 
best time to get a 
checkup is before you 
have any symptoms. 

So take care of 
yourself, now. Call or 
write your local unit of 
the American Cancer 
Society for a free 
pamphlet on their new 
cancer checkup 
guidelines. 
Because if you're like 
me, you want to live 
long enough to do 
it all. 


Continued from page 15 

He works on his instincts and 
gut feelings about what's good 
for his high school and what's 
bad for his high school He 

hasn't done a bad job. We turn 
out good kids and we turn out 
damn fine athletes. 

"I've studied him for five 
years. From being a parent and 
a journalist I've always found 
him to be truthful and honest 
with me. He's got a delivery 
that some people find offensive. 
But he doesn't intimidate 
teachers. He lets them know, 
though, that the kids come first 
and the teachers come second. 

I'd have to disagree with anyone 
who states he's a poor principal. 
Look at the other side and see 
what he's accomplished. I see 
the kind of Joe Maruca who could 
have straightened me out when I 
v/as a kid. Many teachers and 
administrators believe the 
school would have gone on a down- 
slide without Maruca sitting in 
that chair. I question whether 
someone with a soft voice would 
have influence over some of 
those kids." 

As for soft voices, there 
seem to be very few at Mammoth 
High these days. 
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PAUL PAYNE ON OUR COUNTRY'S PUBLIC EDUCATION SYSTEM. 



Harrison Williams, Jr., the 64-year-old 
Democratic New Jersey Senator convicted in the 
Abscam operation of selling his senatorial 
influence for a very lucrative share in a 
multi-million dollar financial enterprise, is 
only one of many who have lost their perspec¬ 
tive of right and wrong and whose sense of 
morality has been dulled or erased by the 
political and educational systems of the last 
75 or 80 years. 

As our educational system has become more 
and more the responsibility of governments, 
the moral teachings of our children has become 
less and less. 

Originally, education of our children was 
the responsibility of the home and the church. 
When politicians came up with the idea of 
universal education, although they will not 
willingly admit it, they saw that within a 
few generations a society of immoral and un¬ 
ethical people could be produced. That those 
who failed to complete the system could be 
held in slavery and those who completed the 
educational system could become the bureau¬ 
crats, slavemasters and politicians. Senator 
Williams undoubtedly is a product of our 
modern educational system. 

Politicians have been very successful in 
tearing down the family unit. The public 
welfare system has been one of the great 
contributors to this problem. Their support of 
unwed mothers and their children and the forced 
(universal) education of these offspring in 
government run (politcal) schools, have given 
politicians a vehicle to raise the type of 
people they can control. Many present high 
school graduates can neither read nor write 
above a fourth grade level; nor have they b 
been taught to think and reason. These people 
will make good slaves and canon fodder. Those 
who can make it throught to "higher education" 
will become the political leaders and bureau¬ 
crats . 

To carry their scheme at an even accel¬ 
erated rate, these politicians are now at- 


SUBSCRIBE NOW! 


tempting to withdraw the tax exemption of both 
private and church schools and colleges; those 
being the last strongholds of moral and ethical 
teaching. 

If unethical and immorral politicians gain 
complete control, the education of our children, 
how can they produce a moral and ethical pro¬ 
duct? Doesn't like produce like? 

One of history's wisest men gave this 
advice to us some three thousand years ago and 
it still holds true today: "Bring up a child 
in the way he should go and when he is old he 

will not depart from it." 

Public (government) education and the 
politicians know what they are doing. Do we 
who know better want to live in a world of 
crime, immorality and slavery*' 

Think about it! 
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IT’S SPRING! 

TIME TO SPRUCE UP... 

Complete supplies 
for corrals, fencinq 

PLUS* 

KELLEY FEED 
FARNAM 8c 
ABSORBINE 

Animal care products 

BISHOP 

FEED AND SUPPLY 


1674 NORTH SIERRA HWY 
BISHOP CALIFORNIA 93514 


873-7164 


NOW...The first 
local on-site 
optics lab! 


OWENS VALLEY OPTICAL hAS ALWAYS 
PRIDED ITSELF ON EXCELLENT SERVICE 
AND A VAST SELECTION OF THE LATEST 

eyewear fashions, but now things 

ARE EVEN BETTER...A NEw OPTICS LAB 
MEANS EVEN FASTER SERVICE ON MOST 
ORDERS. COME IN TODAY! 

u OPTICAL y 


(( 


(LA MONTANA PI A2A BEHIND SAFEWAY | 

157 SHORT ST. BISHOP 873~7740 

Large enough to serve you 
...small enough to care” 
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Closed Mon . Tues. 


RESTAURANT 


Bishop, off Highway 395. Turnoff on Lower Rock Creek 
Road, 12 miles north of Bishop. Phone (714) 387-2370 

• LIVE ENTERTAINMENT, WEEKENDS 
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UNITED WE STAND, 

DIVIDED WE DRY UP 


BY WORKING TOGETHER COULD INYO AND MONO COUNTIES ACCOMPLISH 
MORE IN THE FIGHT TO SAVE THEIR ENVIRONMENT? MANY THINK SO. 
BUT AS THE PLIGHT OF SHRINKING MONO LAKE GAINS NATIONWIDE 
PUBLICITY, MONO'S OWN OFFICIALS CHOOSE NOT TO ROCK THE BOAT. 




by Benett Kessler 

United we stand, divided 
we fall. 

The early American col¬ 
onials knew it and they won. 

But the Inyo-Mono colonials are 
not so wise. The City of Los 
Angeles knows how to keep the 
colonies divided and under con¬ 
trol . 

Los Angeles owns thou¬ 
sands of acres in both Inyo and 
Mono Counties. The city owns 

water rights in both counties 
too and has exploited those 
rights to the fullest in Inyo 
County - forcing people to 
struggle for some kind of con¬ 
trol over their water and land. 

In Mono County, Mono Lake 
and surrounding territory suf¬ 
fers from DWP *s diversions. But 
the rest of the county sees 
Los Angeles as a powerful 
patriarch and themselves as 
sycophants. Years ago when Inyo 
County filed its first lawsuit 
anainst DWP's plans for more 
groundwater pumping, Inyo of¬ 
ficials asked Mono Supervisors 
if they wanted to join the suit. 
They did not. Mono officials 
still refuse to see DWP as a 
foe and said so when the issue 
of joining forces came up again. 

Some of Inyo County's water 
commissioners met with State 
Department of Water Resources 
Director Ron Robie in Sacramento. 
He spoke highly of Inyo's 
groundwater pumping ordinance 
and attempts at local ground- 
water management. But the wide¬ 
spread publicity on Mono Lake's 
problems had obviously reached 
Robie. He asked Inyo's water 
commissioners if they intended 
to talk about Mono Lake in their 
environmental assessments of 
DWP's water gathering activities. 
That brought up the old question: 
Should Inyo and Mono unite? 

Inyo's Water Director Gregg 
James said that "Mono Lake is 
big time in Sacramento," but 
he said he feels the Mono 
County government is not in¬ 
terested. "Mono County," he 
said, "has deliberately stayed 
out of water hassles. But we , 


will meet with the Mono Lake 
Committee to share information 
and coordinate our efforts." 

Chairman of that commit¬ 
tee, David Gaines, says he 
thinks Inyo and Mono joining 
forces is essential. "We're 
small counties and we have a 
common interest. We would have 
a better chance for an ac¬ 
ceptable solution if we worked 
together." Gaines said that 
the Mono Lake Committee has 
always supported Inyo's efforts 
to limit DWP's drain on the 
county's water. But Gaines 
stated a political reality: 

"The people in power in Mono 
don't consider Mono Lake a 
problem." 

Mono County Supervisor 
Bob Stanford called the DWP 
issue a "two-headed dragon." 

He said that the supervisors 
have done all they can to pro¬ 
tect Mono Lake. But he said in 
dealing with DWP "We in Mono 
have tried to stay out of 
trouble." Stanford said that 
in the long run, efforts in 
the state and federal govern¬ 
ment may bring some help for 
Mono Lake. Stanford added 
that he,"as one supervisor 
will be happy to meet with 
the Inyo Water Commission to 
discuss this issue." As for 
Inyo, Stanford said "They have 
different problems. In some 
cases they have been agressive 
towards DWP. Maybe they have 
to be. I think we've tried 
hard to establish a social and 
business relationship with DWP. 
We do need land leases from 
them." 

DWP uses that same "land 
lever" in Inyo County. L.A. 
leases land to businesses, 
churches, schools, ranches, and 
local government. And when the 
colonials buck "grandma" - as 
DWP workers call the City of 
L.A. - the levers start to 
jump. 

Right now, Inyo County 
water is cheaper for DWP. It's 
closer to Los Angeles and the 
aqueducts are right there. But 


what about the future? Los 
Angeles owns many water rights 
in Mono County and can start 
diverting and pumping water in 
that county too. Supervisor 
Stanford said he thinks DWP 
"will have a hard time taking 
more water from Mammoth." L.A. 
does own water rights to Mammoth 
Creek. 

Mono Lake lies within 
Supervisor Paul Johnson'sdistrict. 
He said that he's not sure he 
wants to get embroiled in Inyo 
County's battle with DWP. Of the 
city of Los Angeles, Johnson 
said, "they've been more of a 
friend to Mono County, notwith¬ 
standing Mono Lake." Johnson 
thinks that the air pollution 
control district can do something 
for Mono Lake. That agency has 
required DWP to apply for permits 
to divert stream water in Inyo 
and Mono. "We're doing that," 
said Johnson who sits on the 
APCD board, "rather than banging 
on the desk. You can't work with 
a political giant." 

Johnson says he's constant¬ 
ly talking with DWP staff on Mono 
Lake. And he said that "DWP 
will undoubtedly want more water 
down the line. We'll just play 
the situation by ear." 

Inyo Supervisor Chairman 
Wilma Muth says she thinks 
throwing Mono Lake into Inyo's 
groundwater management plan 
"would be putting too much into 
a kettle of worms." She sees the 
Mono Supervisors as soft on DWP. 
"Mono has supervisors now that 
flex back and forth too much. 

When Joan Green was there, she 
was working with us." Super¬ 
visor Muth has studied the water 
issues thoroughly and often 
shows a great clarity in under¬ 
standing them. As for Inyo and 
Mono uniting against DWP, Mrs. 

Muth said, "The two of us to¬ 
gether could do good things. We 
need three on each board of 
supervisors working together. But 
now I don't see it. There's 
nothing going on in Mono County 

Continued next page 
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Spring is a 

hot time 
to save on 

SS's!^- 



Americas Favorite 
House-Warmer 




NORDIC 

HTjE-VIEW. 


SilverT^^^^ Bears, Inc. 

BISHOP- 


There's never been a better 
time for great reductions 
on famous names in wood 

heating . Come 
in .now for 
great savings. 
Sale limited 
to stock on 


307 SOUTH MAIN 


& LIGHTING 


BISHOP 


873-7321 hand 


BBQ SPECIAL! 

GET A HONEY OF A DEAL ON 

Coleman gas grills 


. Z 


SPRINGTIME IS ALSO A GREAT TIME TO CONSIDER 
CONVERTING YOUR CAR OR TRUCK TO CLEAN-BURNING 
PROPANE...COME SEE US FOR DETAILS! 



CAL GAS-BISHOP, Inc 


• N. MAIN STREET 

• LONE PINE- 


Call 873-6371 
- 876-4420 


MAMMOTH-934-6333 

Ready to serve your propane needs. 


Continued 

without the Mono Lake Committee." 

Mrs. Muth's counterpart in 
Mono, Supervisor Chairman E.L. 

Maner proved Muth 4 s point when 
he talked of the DWP conflict: 
"We've specifically stayed out 
of that. Inyo County once asked 
us to join them in a lawsuit. 

We felt like it was not in our 
best interest. Our problems are 
the same and they're not. We 
have a good rapport with DWP." 

Although everything is 
smiles and back-patting now, the 
future still holds that unset¬ 
tling question: As Los Angeles 
swells with an obscene growth 
rate, will DWP tap Mono County 
for more water? Supervisor Maner 
does not think so. But those 
who observe the habits of LADWP 
know that this city utility has 
but one goal - to provide water 
for the city of Los Angeles in 
the cheapest way. It's a simple 
matter of dollars. For DWP, 
the price is right in Inyo and 
Mono. 

County Counsel Neil Van 
Winkle, a relative new-comer, 
already has the low down on 
DWP: "Mono County is pretty 

comfortable with DWP. We need 
DWP for land. Everytime we ask 
for it, we get it. We don't 
want to fight." Van Winkle 
admitted "One problem is Mono 
Lake. But we really can't do 
anything about it." He says 
that the supervisors went on 
record in support of legislation 
for Mono Lake. We asked Van 
Winkle if he thinks DWP might 
try to tap Mono waters in years 
to come. "I don't think we 
have anyone with that kind of 
vision," he said. 

Very few politicians in 
Mono County, it seems, have 
opened their eyes beyond im¬ 
mediate expediency on DWP 
issues. 
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RESPECTFULLY SOLICITS YOUR SUPPORT 


EXPERIENCED • DEDICATED • CAPABLE 
County Clerk since 1974 
36-year resident of Inyo County 
22 years as a leyal secretary 


Rita Bromley 

Incumbent 
Inyo County 

Clerk-Recorder 


Mark your ballot on JUNE 8 for 
INCUMBENT COUNTY CLERK-RECORDER 


RITA RROMIFY X 



******************************* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT*** 


GETSCHOW 


OF SCHOOLS 


****************************** 


A PROVEN ADMINISTRATOR 


1 year at the District Office level 
6 years at the County Schools Office level 
8 years at the State Dept, of Education 


AN EFFECTIVE LEADER 

6 years in the U.S. Army 
4 years as co1 lege/university teacher 
a nationally-recognized educational consultant 
a doctorate in organizational leadership 

■» KEN GETSCHOW 

'Paid political advertisement■ ■ ■ ■ - . 



INYO COUNTY 
SUPERINTENDENT 
OF SCHOOLS 


An Advocate of 
Quality Education 


































Bill Bowles 
Insurance 


Friendly, personal 



service 


I’m an Independent Insurance Agent. 

I don't work for an insurance 
company, I work for you. 

If you need auto, home, business 
or life insurance, I’ll select the best 
policy for you. The best coverage, the 
best price. 

And should you ever have a 
claim, I’ll be here. Not just on your side. 
But standing up for you. 

give us a call. 

Formerly Ron Reaqan Insurance 



5300 California Ave 

Bakersfield 

(805) 323 6640 



ELECT 

Lloyd 

“Digger” Wilson 

MONO SHERIFF 
QUALIFIED, EXPERIENCED 

8 years private business owner 
20 years Mono Deputy Sheriff 

Liberal arts and police science 
Pierce J.C., Bakersfield College, 
UC Riverside, UC Davis 

CONCERNS* 

Department morale* Community 
Relations • Budget Priorities* 
Cuts in Facilities and Services 
Inter-agency cooperation 
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COULD DWP'S DUANE GEORGESON BECOKE THE NEXT SECRETARY 
OF RESOURCES FOR THE STATE? / THE JAILING OF A MONO 
RESTAURANT OWNER STIRRED UP CONTROVERSY AS WELL AS 
BETTER MEALS AT THE BRIDGEPORT JAIL... 


I 



Renf-M 

I'es^ler 


BEFORE INYO VOTERS troop to the polls 
in June, it may be well for them to know a 
few things about Los Angeles politics. Those 
who bother to look will discover some alarm¬ 
ing, but not really surprising facts. 

In June voters will choose who they want 
to represent the Republican and Democratic 
parties in the November governor's race. 
Democratic Los Angeles Mayor Tom Bradley has 
politicked hard over the past years to man¬ 
euver himself into the top spot at Sacramento. 

Reliable sources tell us that if, in 
fact, Bradley does win the Democratic nomina¬ 
tion to run for governor and then if he wins 
the gubernatorial race, DWP's Duane Georgeson 
wants Bradley to appoint him as State Secre¬ 
tary of Resources. It would provide a classic 
case of the wolf tending the flock of lambs. 

In his dealings with Owens Valley, George¬ 
son has exhibited an ongoing cynicism tor the 
environment and the people here. We do not 
need more Los Angeles politics pushing Owens 
Valley and the rest of the state toward 
destruction. Our sources tell us Georgeson # 
has politicked enough with Bradley to pos¬ 
sibly get such an appointment. 

Duane Georgeson knows next to noching 
about directing the state's resources. He 
knows how to exploit them. To the profit 
of his cronies in the L.A. bureacracy. 


us on the board of supervisors. 

★*★★★**★ 

WE NEED ALL THE TALENT WE CAN GET on 

the rim of the boardroom horseshoe. At 
this point courthouse watchers wonder just 
who is running the show. Or as the joke 
goes: "No one was driving, officer, we were 
all in the back seat singing." It's a crowded 
backseat over at the courthouse. And the 
problems loom far larger than small minds 
can realize. 

Behind the scenes, the Inyo Supervisors 
agonize over what to do about hydro-power 
development, money, DWP and the county budget. 
Dissension between individual board members 
may heat up soon. 

★★★★★★★★ 

THE BRIDGEPORT COURTHOUSE GRAPEVINE, too, 
buzzes with behind-the-scenes politics. Some 
feel that County Counsel Neil Van Winkle 
helped engineer the latest salary and class¬ 
ification survey. There are those who believe 
Van Winkle wants to manipulate in his "own 
people" for a "Van Winkle Courthouse troop." 
Obviously, the Van Winkle watchers still 
nerviously watch. 




★★★★★★★★ 


MORE THAN A FEW DISAGREED with the 
jailing of Paradise Lodge's Merv Schaeffer. 

When Merv went to Bridgeport jail to 
serve 90 days, he received 300 letters - 
all supportive of him and critical of the 
decision to jail him. But it was a real 
treat for the Bridgeport inmates. Schaeffer 
shared his culinary talents with the 
prisoners by preparing the jail meals during 
his stay. 

★***★*★★ 


WHY DO INYO OFFICIALS INSIST on trotting 
off to Los Angeles every time DWP wants to get 
into one of those notorious agreements? The 
courthouse can barely afford to keep its 
workers and bills paid. One of those trips 
amounts to a costly venture, paying for top 
officials' time, travel, and meals. 

Students of Machiavelli too know that 
negotiating in enemy territory gives one's 
adversary a distinct advantage. But as long 
as Inyo plays nice guy, political wisdom 
finds no place in Inyo government. 


AND SPEAKING OF DINING...We saw Rich 
and Nancy Camillieri in the Whiskey Creek 
dining room, celebrating their 15th anniver¬ 
sary. They're the happiest looking 15-year 
couple I've seen. Rich almost complicated 
his life by running for supervisor. We 
understand he had a lot of support. But a 
working man cannot realistically support 
himself and a family on a supervisor's pay. 
Camillieri considered quitting his job, but 
he simply could not afford to do that. As 
long as supervisorial pay stays low, only 
retired people or the wealthy will represent 




***** 

. . MAY THE NEWS IN YOUR DAY BE GOOD NEWS 
EVERY DAY... 

Sincerely, 
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Rich 

White 

Inyo 

County 

Restore Auditor 

Confidence & Trust _ 

Paid political advertisement 


We care about your car! 

COMPLETE AUTO CARE 


BOOKS 
kids eon 
read and 
HEAR! 


love our new 
of books with 
records or 
cassette tape 
to make their 
reading come 
alive! 

The perfect 
gift ... 
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VALUABLE COUPON 


Three KODAK Color 

Enlargements 

for the price of two 

■ Bring in this coupon with your favorite 
KODACOLOR Film negatives, color slides, 
color prints or instant color prints. 

■ Receive 3 color enlargements for the 
price of 2 processed by Kodak. 

■ Freebee offer expires June 16. 1982 


VALUABLE COUPON 


PHILLIPS CAMERA HOUSE 

186 No. Main Street 
Bishop, California 


872-4211 




















WORKING 


TOWARD 




SENSIBLE 
GROWTH 


'H - ^ 


We place no more faith in the "experts" than anyone else, but the economists do 
seem to be making some kind of sense when they say a "healthy econoiny" shows a 
growth rate of about 5%. We won't argue with that. But then by that standard, 
Inyo and the Eastern Sierra is not all that "healthy." We're not exactly stag¬ 
nating, but we're not growing. Why? -Because we may be putting too much confi¬ 
dence in a single-base econorny: tourism. If we are to look toward a "healthy" 
economic future we must begin now to attract industry - non-polluting industry 
that will provide jobs and a broader tax base. Our officials should act now, 
cooperating with and encouraging industrialists looking for a home base. Inyo 
should be working toward sensible growth. 


Grow 
with us. 


CAL-TRON to. 


BISHOP 873-8491 J 
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